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5 Crotiniog ſome Remarks on \ bis two 105 Perfors 
mances: The firſt intitled, a Letter to Meſſrs: 
| Steedman and Pye; the other intitled, a De- 


fence of Believer. bartl, &E. 18 
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8 For fuck. are | fall Apoſtles deceitful pur ierh 
— - transforming themſelves into Apoſtles. of Chrise. 
And no marvel; for Satan himſelf is trans» 
formed into an Angel of Light: Therefore ii 
is no great thing if his Miniſters alſo be trans» 

. Formed into Miniſters of eee, A * | 
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A LET FER, 
Mr, Beelzebub, Kc. 


SIR, 


2 H had acceſs to ſee two late perfor» 


mances of yours; the firſt, a letter addreſ- 


ſed to your friends Meſſrs. Steedman and Pye, 


in which you have very properly aſſumed the 


name or deſignation of Beelzebub and in this. 
performance, in a fly manner, under ſaid deſig- 
nation, very aukwardly appeared. as a preacher: 


of the faith of Chriſt, and a defender of his reſur- 
rection from the dead on the third day, according 


to the ſcriptures : yet when Chriſt was on earth. 


lie diſdained your teſtimony, and ſuffered: you 


not.to ſpeak on his behalf, becauſe he had much. 
ſuperior evidence, even the Father's teſtimony, 
and the works that he did, fully declared him to. 
be the Chriſt the Son of the living God, that 


ſhould come into the world; in this mighty per- 


formance of yours, we indeed ſee, what Chriſt 
inferred was impoſhble. And. he called them. 


wnto him, and ſaid unto them in parables, Hou 


can Satan caſt out Satan ? Mark iii. 23. But 
he, knowing their thoughts, ſaid unto them, Every- 
kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought to deſo- 
lat ion; aud a houſe divided againſt a houſe falleth, 


” 
4 


Luke xi. 17, &c- But it appears your ſuperior. © | 
_ talents has gone beyond his judgment in. thar 
reſpect, for in your performance we really lee. 


Satan caſting out, Satan, or his, kingdom divided ; 
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hence we may, according to the Lcd Jeſus - 
. - Chriſt, conclude it is near an end; for ſays _ 
Chriſt, / Satan caſt out Satan, or his kingdom 1 
divided, he cannot long fland ; therefore I was in 
hopes before this time, to have heard he was 
entirely baniſhed out of the world,, but in this I 
find I am miſtaken, for I fee he has as much in- 
fluence over mankind as. ever, and {till rules in 
'-the hearts of the diſobedient, from which I. am , 
led to conclude, that as there are many devils, . © 
or more Beelzebubs than one, that you muſt be 
but one of the inferior kind, whoſe power is but | 
of little weight among your. brethren, and ſo | 
can produce no great revolution in your kingdom ; * 
in this performance, under a maſk, you profels 
great regard for the firſt day of the week, or New, | 
Teſtament fabbath, but in this you are only act· 
ing like yourſelf, viz. transforming yourſelf into 
an angel of light, for at bottom you are ſtill Berl.. 
Zebub for E you can indulge yout 
friends in the open neglect of ſaid day, as well 
as diſobedience to the powers that be ; ny - 
under all your pretended friendſhip to the cauſe - 
of Chriſt, you can wink at your brethren openly. . 
tranſgreſſing his laws, in not paying tribute #0 
whom tribute is due, and in working at their 0 
dinary employments on the firſt day of the week; 
but poſſibly you are a Pope, and ſo can grant 
indulgences to your friends; and if ſo, it is no 
| ſurpriſe they wonder after the beaſt. 5 5 
In your ſecond perſormance you aſſume a very 
different character, even that. of a miniſter of 
righteouſneſs, and under faid deſignation, a de- 
fender bf believer baptiſm; but yet your cloven. 
ot even peur in this performance. alſo; for 
and | 


] 

ale Chriſt Wen be 2 alerted Anden 
d be proper ſubjects of his kingdom, in connec- 
1 tion with their parents profeſſion, and their faith - 

F in him as the Meſſiah, the Son and Lord of 
| David, come to bleſs all: nations; yet you, like 
( Four old friend Pharaoh, king of Egypt, are for 
leparating them altogether from their parents in 

their concern with God, and bis inſtitutions, ä 
altho' God hath declared that he will not only 

be the God of his people, but alſo the God of their 
| feed : and hence faith the prophet Iſaiah concern» 

| ing the children of the new covenant, They are tt 

5 ; Feed of the bleſſed of the Lord, and their offfprins 
| with them : Iſaiah Ixv. 23. And although Chritt 

: and his apoſtles, while on earth, «preached falva- 

tion to men and their houſes, yet you can grave: 
: ly thence infer that there was no infant children 

in theſe houſes they thus addreſſed; his day ic 
0 falvation come to this bois; and bekeve in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt and thow ſbals be faved, and + 

thy houſe; and when ſhe was baptized and her 
| houſhold, but for all theſe plain tettimonies of - 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, you Goliath like, can 

| ſtep forth in the de of your heart, and defy 
all the Iſrael of God to prove there were children 
Jin tbete houſes baptized by the apoſtles, and with 

4 the greateſt affurance affirm, that no part of 

EN | God's word calls little children a perſon's houſe, 
© 8 diſtin& from their parents or other adults: This 


ne. doubt wilt app-ar true, while you keep wur 
dloven foot upon ſome patt of God's word, as you. 
|] _ . did before in explaining the 91ſt pfalm. And 
* faith unto him, if thou be the Son of God, caſt - 4 
7  thyfelf dun: for it is uritten, He fall give his 
1 angels charge TIN thee, and in their hands 
1 — 3 _they- 


they l bear thee 5 leſt at any time thou daſh 
thy foot againſt a ſtone, Matth. iv. 6. But then 
let your cloven ſoot be taken off, And ſhe went, 
and did accos ding to the ſaying Elijah: and ſbe, 
and he, and her houſe, did cat many days, 1 Kings 
Xvii. 15. and then your affirmation will fully 
appear, to be not only a conceit of your own, 
invented to ſupport your cauſe, and deceive” the 
ignorant, but a barefaced lie; for here is a part of 
God's word, which not only calls little children, 
but even one little chi d diſtant from its parents 
or others a perſon's houſe; but no doubt you have 
vriticiſm at hand. Again, i in explaining Peter's 
3 Then Peter. ſaid unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of yau in the name of Feſus 
Chriſt, fer the remiſſion of fins, und ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe is unto 
5, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
Ae even as many as the Lerd aur Ged ſhall call, 
Adds ii. 28, 29. Your cloven foot is no leſs ap- 
parent than in the above cited paſſage, for altho 
the apoſtle ſays to thoſe pricked in their hearts, 
that the promiſe of remiſſion of fins, and gift of 
the holy Ghoſt was to. them and their children; 
pet you can gravely infer they had no infant 
children, or it they had, they were not ineluded 
in the promiſe; your old friend Pharoah concluded 
in the very ſame manner concerning the infant 
children of Iſrael: Did Moſes admit the conclu.. 
non? I trow not. And he faid unto them, Let the 
Lord be fo with zou, as I will let you go, and your 
little ones: look to it; fer evil is before you. 
Net fo; go now ze that are men, and ſerve the 
. Lord: for that you did defire. And they were 


driven een Pharach's profence, See E 
10. * 
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10, 11. Neither ought we to admit yours which 
is ſo near a kin to it, ſeeing it is declared of fuch 
is the kingdom of heaven; but Beelzebub like you - 
have no ſeruple that there was infant children 
included, when they ſaid, let his bliad be on us 
and cur children. But this no doubt you will 
more eaſily admit, as you ſeem to take more 


pleaſure in ſeeing children ſhare in the curſe 


than in the bleſſing. But you proceed to tell us 
that the words afar , in Peter's ſermon, only 
reſpected the Jews diſperſed among the nations. 


So according to you, the poor Gentiles had no 
ſnare in the glad tidings preached by Peter; yet 


they were equally involved in guilt with the 


Jews. The kings of the earth flood up, and the 
rulers were gathered together againſt the Lord, 


and againſt his Chriſt: For of a truth, againſt 
thy holy child Feſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both 


| Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Iſrael, were gathered together, for 
- . #6 do whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel determi- 
ved before to be done. See Acts 4th chapter, 26. 
27. 28. verſes. But Paul uſing the ſame words, 


and under the influence of the ſame ſpirit with 
Peter, fays to the Gentiles at Epheſus, Ye who 
ſemetimes were afar df, are now made nigh by 
the blood of Chriſt : From which it is plain, when 


| Peter uſed the words afar , he bad reſpe& + 
unto the Gentiles, who were indeed afar off, 
being without Cod, and ftrangers to the. covenants 
* of premiſe; again, not only your cloven foot, but 
your whole - viſible » ſhape as Beelzebub appears, 
when telling us that children belong only to Chriſt's. 
inviſible kingdom, to which, ſay you, converſion, 2 
| end the new birth is . neceffary, plainly in · 
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ferring that neither con 


declares, that the Corinthians, who were for- 
merly thieves and adulterers, were converted, and 
born again; for he ſays, they were waſhed, j uſti- 


fied, and ſanflified ; and that, by the ſpirit of God, 


the ſame apoſtle tells the Romans, But ye are not in 


he fleſh, but in the Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit 

of Cad dwell in you. Now, if any man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 
9. that he that hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, is 
none of ' his ; and fo forbids any to pretend to be 
a ſubject of his kingdom in this world, who have 
not in ſome meaſure the ſpirit of faith, hope, 
and love, which was in Chriſt Jeſus : 'Then is 


he not here plainly telling men, that without 


they be converted and born again, they cannot 


be proper ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, which is 


not of this world, altho' in the world ? They may 


be hypocrites indeed without the new birth, but 


proper ſubjects of his viſible kingdom they cannot 


be, neither will he acknowledge them as ſuch 


When he appears the ſecond time. And it may 
be obſerved that the apoſtle Peter addreſſes the 
ſtrangers ſcattered, &c. who were ſubjects of 


Chriſt's viſible kingdom in the world, in this 
manner, ſceing you have purified your ſouls in 


. obeying the truth, which they manifeſted by their 
love to the brethren ; therefore he puts them in 
mind, that as they were born again of the in! 


corruptible ſeed, even the word of God, which 
lireth and abideth for ever, they might act ſuit- 


able to their new nature, by laying aſide, &c. 
Taying ofide all malice, and all guile, and hypo- 


criſies, 


verſion nor the new birth ; 
is neceſſary to a perſon's being a ſubject of 
Chriſt's kingdom on earth; and yet the apoſtle 


— 


"I 9 h 
erifies, and envies, Re. all evil fpeakings, as 


neu · born babes, deſire the ſincere milk of the word, 
that they may grow thereby, : Pet. ii. 15 2. Is 
not the new birth- and converſion then neceſſary 
towards being a member of Chriſt's viſible king- 


dom i in this world? But indeed Mr Beelzebub, if 
once you can get people to believe, that neither 


converſion nor the new birth is neceſſary towards 
being a ſubject of Chriſt's kingdom on earth, then 


your kingdom will flouriſh abſolutely, for it never 
proſpers better than under a meer form of god- 


linefs; hence it is no wonder you are at ſuch 
pains to get that dectrine eſtabliſhed in the 


world, that if they have but a name to live, no 


matter tho” they are ſtill dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins; for according to you they can be very good 


ſubjects of Chrift's viſible kingdom in the world, 


tho? neither converted nor born again.— Again 
your cloven foot appears in explaining Eph. vi. 


4. page 75th, where the apoſtle: is exborting 


chriſtian parents to bring up their children in the 


nurture and admonition of the Lord. But fay you 
it is not infant children here meant, but adult 


| believers, capable of admonition, and yet they 
are here by the apoſtle committed wholly to the 


care and diſcipline of their parents, and not to 
the care of one another, as other church mem- 


| bers are. Looking diligently, ft: any man fail of 


the grace of God; "left any root of bitterneſs ſpring- 
ing up trouble you, and tbereby many be defiled ; 
Leſt there be any fornicater, or profane perſon, 


as Eſau, who fer one motel of meat ſold his birth- 
right, See Heb. xii. 15, 16. And hence you 
conclude it cannot be meant af infant children 
here, becauſe ſay you, the Greek word fignifies 
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to fix inſtruction upon their minds; fo by your 
Greek, we are given to underſtand, children are 
. incapable of being inſtructed; and yet Timothy 
knew the ſcriptures from a child, See 2 Tim. iii. 
35s And according to you both Moſes and the 


wife man might have ſpared their pains. And 


thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine 
houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up, 
Deut. vi. 7. and Train up a child in the way he 
ſhould go ; and, when he ts old, he will not de- 
part from it, Prov. xxii. 6. and I may add, And 
ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : 

but bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, Eph. vi. 3. But altho' you cannot 
look upon little children as among the ſaved, 
while alive; yet you can conclude they are fo 
when dead, See page 74. Upon the whole, I 
think either performance bears the mark of the 
cloven foot; ſo that the = — my 
ſuit either, _ | 
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= ADVERTISEMENT: 


(To be had at Beelzebut's Office, Edinburgh ) 


A NEW tranſlation of the prophecies of the 


Old Teſtament, in which all the paſſages 


where children are mentioned, are, by the dint of 
reaſon and criticiſm, ſhown to mean adults, and 
not infant children in any reſpect. | 


U Also may be had or feen at the ſame Office} 
PR OPO SAL S for printing 


A NEW and CORRECT TRANSLATION : 


Or THE NEW TESTAMENT, 


Wberein all the pa3s4Grs in the modern and 
preſent tranſlation, which ſpeak of children's be- 


ing of the kingdom of God, or received in Chriſt's 
name, are left out, as alſo many other obſcure 


paſſages; ſuch as as Acts xvi. 15. which ſpeaks | 
of Lydia's houſe being baptized, on her profeſſing 


the faith of Chriſt, &c. therefore by the preſent 


intended tranſlation, the ſimple will be freed - 


from many embarraſſments which ſtood in their 


way of becoming Anabaptiſts,; therefore it is 


hoped the work will meet with all due eacourages 


| ment. 


